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This FARMAX Guide to Reports takes 
you through the valuable outputs 
FARMAX generates which can support 
you to make confident, future-focused 
decisions.

In FARMAX there are more than 50 
reports which are available to support 
on-farm decision-making. These 
reports are in a mix of graphical and 
tabular formats and cover financial, 
production and environmental 
aspects.

With so many reports available in FARMAX, this guide 
will help users to navigate and easily find core reports. 
These reports can provide value to pastoral farmers 
and support them in making informed decisions about 
sustainability, production and financial.

Foreword



Overview
This FARMAX guide outlines seven reports:

1. Profit + Loss
2. Greenhouse Gas
3. Carbon Balance
4. Cover
5. Production Rec
6. Compare
7. Combine

These reports have been selected as they 
encompass the financial, production and 
environmental outputs that FARMAX provides. This 
guide explains each of the reports and outlines how 
they can be utilised to make decisions on farm.

How FARMAX works
All the data and information which is entered into 
FARMAX is combined and the model analyses how 
the feed supply compares to feed demand. 

Once the farm has been set up in FARMAX it will 
produce a variety of outputs, including profitability and 
pasture covers, which can be used to support real-
time on-farm decision making.

Data entry is an important process to get right to 
ensure you get the maximum value out of FARMAX. 
The more accurate the information is that goes into 
FARMAX, the more accurately it can provide outputs 
to support confident decision making.



Profit and Loss 
Report

Figure 1: Profit and Loss Report

About
The Profit and Loss Report can be found at the farm-
level and provides a measure of the farm’s profitability.

This report combines all the financial data that has 
been entered into the FARMAX model to calculate 
total revenue, total farm working expenses, total farm 
expenses, economic farm surplus (EFS) and farm 
profit before tax.

The data in the Profit and Loss Report is collated from 
actual data entered into FARMAX, Beef + Lamb NZ 
Economic Survey Regional averages or modelled 
costs associated with events (including stock sales, 
crops or nitrogen).

This report provides each financial figure as $ Total, $/
Farm ha, $/Cow and $/kg MS.

Additional Information

The Profit and Loss Report provides 
insights into whether the business is 
financially feasible. This report can also 
support analysing two or more farm system 
scenarios.
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Greenhouse Gas 
Report

Figure 2: Greenhouse Gas Report

About
The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reports can be found 
at every level of FARMAX and provide a measure of 
biological greenhouse gas emissions produced by the 
modelled farm system. These reports align with the 
standard New Zealand Inventory Methodology.

The data in the Greenhouse Gas Report gets 
modelled based on the livestock and their production 
data entered into FARMAX.

This report provides the total CO2 equivalents as well 
as a breakdown in terms of methane, nitrous oxide 
and urea hydrolysis.

Additional Information

The GHG Report provides an assessment 
of the system’s environmental impact; 
this enables you to undertake different 
scenarios to map out strategies to manage 
GHG emissions going forward.

FARMAX IS 
RECOGNISED BY HE 
WAKA EKE NOA!
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Figure 3: Carbon Balance Report

Carbon Balance 
Report

About
The Carbon Balance Report can be found at the 
farm-level. This report ultilises any forestry blocks in 
FARMAX to model carbon sequestered and calculate 
how much this offsets the system’s greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The information in the Carbon Balance Report 
comes from the data in any forestry blocks set up 
within FARMAX and the modelled greenhouse gas 
emissions. This data includes area, planted year and 
species, which correspond to the look-up tables.

This report provides the net CO2 equivalents and kg of 
CO2 equivalents sequestered.

Additional Information

The Carbon Balance Report enables an 
assessment of the system’s stock GHG 
emissions which are offset by on-farm 
forestry; this allows you to analyse the 
carbon balance of the farm and then map 
out different strategies to strengthen this.

FARMAX IS 
RECOGNISED BY HE 
WAKA EKE NOA!
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Cover Report

About
The Cover Report can be found at the farm-level 
and contains an evaluation of physical feasibility of 
the farm system from a pasture perspective. The 
information in the Cover Report is driven out of the 
pasture growth rates, nitrogen events, pasture cover 
measurements and livestock demand.

This report outlines the actual and forecasted cover 
and minimum cover for the specific season. The 
minimum is calculated based off the demand of the 
livestock in FARMAX and represents the minimum 
cover required to sustain these animals.

Additional Information

The Cover Report enables an evaluation 
of the physical feasibility of the farm 
system to maintain the entered animals 
and their production; this means you can 
identify surpluses and deficits early based 
off forecast pasture cover and then make 
confident, proactive decisions to manage 
these surpluses or deficits.

Figure 4: Cover Report
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Production Rec 
Report

About
The Production Rec Report can be found at the farm-
level and details the productivity of the farm system 
in FARMAX. The Production Rec Report outlines the 
production for each enterprise including carcass, 
wool and velvet (if applicable).

This report contains information on the kg Meat/
Hectare, kg Wool/Hectare, kg Total Product/hectare, 
kg DM Eaten per kg Product and $ Gross Margin per 
kg Product.

Additional Information

The Production Rec Report outlines 
how productive your farm is and which 
enterprises are the biggest contributor 
to carcass, wool and velvet. This can 
inform decisions about any potential farm 
systems changes to maximise the largest 
productive enterprises.

Figure 5: Production Rec Report
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Compare  
Reports
About
Compare reports are used in FARMAX when you 
have modelled multiple scenarios and want to 
compare which scenario has been best for financial or 
productive outcomes.

Combined  
Reports
About
Combined reports are used in FARMAX to merge 
data from two FARMAX files or farms into one report; 
this can be helpful if you have two separate farms and 
want to see the combined outputs.
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For enquiries relating to this activity 
manual please contact:

Farmax HelpDesk

0800 327 629 
support@farmax.co.nz

Waikato Innovation Park 
1 Melody Lane 
Hamilton 3216

farmax.co.nz


