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Foreword

This FARMAX Guide to Scenarios will
support you to undertake scenariosin
FARMAX - a powerful tool that can help
you make confident, future-focused
decisions.




Overview

This FARMAX guide outlines the two types of
scenarios and the process to undertake them:
1. Short-term scenarios
2. Long-termscenarios

Short-term scenarios investigate possible strategies
to utilise feed surpluses or mitigate feed deficits to get
through to the end of the seasonin good shape.

Long-term scenarios investigate possible farm
system change strategies that would take two or
more seasons to transition to.

How FARMAX works

All the data and information which is entered into
FARMAX is combined and the model analyses how
the feed supply compares to feed demand.

Once the farm has been set up in FARMAX it will
produce a variety of outputs, including profitability and
pasture covers, which can be used to support real-
time on-farm decision making.

Dataentry is animportant process to getright to
ensure you get the maximum value out of FARMAX.
The more accurate the informationis that goes into
FARMAX, the more accurately it can provide outputs
to support confident decision making.
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Create abasefile

Activity

To runashort-term scenario, you will need to have
created a base file for the farm; this can either be the
Monitoring or other basefile.

Duplicate and
rename thefile

After you have selected Duplicate File, a pop-out will

Activity appear in which you will be able to type and rename
After you are satisfied with the base file, select Save the file, appropriate to the scenario you willanalyse,
and then Close. for example, Extra Supplement.

Now, click Open to see the FARMAX Cloud
window. To duplicate the base file, right-click on the
appropriate file and select Duplicate File.

INFARMAXS

FARMAX Trainer FARMAX Red Meat Training

7 FARMAX Red Meat Training Sep 20 Farmer W Monitoring Last modified Mon 22 Feb 2021 1:35pm
New Folder... by Farmax Helpdesk.
New File. You are 2 Consultant for this FAdvy farm.
Duplicate File... September 2020 Update
Delete File.
Lock File
o o CirClckto sekct more —— =

Figure 1: Cloud window



Open the
duplicated file

Activity

Select the new file in the FARMAX Cloud window and
then click Open.

. I AR MAX 8 Learn about the new features

FARMAX Trainer FARMAX Red Meat Training

Extra Supplement

Show Inactive | Seareh | Start typing farm name here 5| [ NewFie | Search|Start typing fie name here X | Folder v
arm - Month  Status Edited ~ Monitoring (1) unlocked
Sef 2Feb21FH [ Monitoring Lastmocified today 1:33 pm
by FARMAX Trainer
DR ... Cosutont o i v .
- Scenarios (1)
] upplement
o 2% CirCick o sekect more o -
than one farm or ic.
—

Figure 2: Cloud window

Update thefile

Activity . Ren?ow.ng oradding nitrogen
»  Buyingin supplement

You will now be able to make changes to the FARMAX «  Altering cropping policy

file in order to take advantage of opportunities or to

mitigate challenges. Once you are satisfied with the scenario in FARMAX,

select Save and then Close.

Possible options include: o
Note: Repeat steps 2, 3 and 4 multiple times if needed to

+ Changing stock sales analyse arange of different strategies before deciding which
« Purchasingin more stock optionis best for you.



Open multiple
files

Activity

Click Openin the top-left corner to see the FARMAX
Cloud window. Now, hold the Ctrl button and select
the base file and the scenario files, before clicking
Openin the bottom-right corner.

. I A R MAX 8 Learn about the new features

FARMAX Trainer FARMAX Red Meat Training [

Show Inactive | Seareh | Start typing farm name here | [ NewFile | Search [Start typing fie name here =

Farm ~ Month Status Edited - Monitoring (1)

Last modified Mon 22 Feb 2021 1:35 pm
by Fermax Helpdesk.

You are a Consultant for this FAdy farm.

e—
Status...

Ready for update.

7 FARMAX Red Meat Training  Sep20  Farmer 22Feb21 FH B Monitoring

pplement

o = Cir ok to select more e e
than one farm or file.

Figure 3: Cloud window



Compare reports

The Compare Reports section supports you to

Activity analyse each scenario and identify which is best for
Multiple FARMAX files will now be open at once. you.

Select the All Farms Ie\{el andbrowse thrOUSh the Note: For purposes of short-term scenario analysis, do not
Compare Reports section to compare the different use Combined Reports.

scenarios and the base system.

-EMERY  Oroveres
- 2] Flat-Rolling
P A steep Profit & Loss
%3 Sheep Gross Margin
. -5 Beef E3 sales
=-E Hamilton RM -1 E3 Physical Summary

..... . Flat-Raolling
..... 2] Steep 2] Supply

Eﬂ"'% Sheep Cemand

H-53 Beef Supply-Demand

Cover

Greenhouse Gas NEW

Farm

Pasture

Stock
SupplyDemand

Figure 4: Compare reports
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Create abasefile

Activity

Torunalong-term scenario, you will need to have
created a base file for the farm; this can either be the
Monitoring or other basefile.

Duplicate and
rename thefile

appropriate file and select Duplicate File.

Activity

. . ) After you have selected Duplicate File, a pop-out will
After you are satisfied with the base file, select Save appear inwhich you will be able to rename the file —
and then Close.

Long-term Base.

Now, click Open to see the FARMAX Cloud window.
To duplicate the base file, right-click on the

Leamn about the new features

FARMAX Trainer FARMAX Red Meat Training Monitoring

Show Inactive |Search [Start typing farm name here 54| [ NewFie | Search [Start typing fik name here =

arm + Month  Status Edited ~ Monitoring (1) Unlocked

1 FARMAX Red MeatTraining  Sep20  Farmer 22Feb 21 FH W Monitoring LSt U A A R
New Folder. by Farmax Helpdesk
New File.. You are 2 Consultant for this FAw farm.
Duplicate File... September 2020 T
Rename File... Rty e Status...
Delete File...
Lock File
Unlock File
Open Read-Only

g 7) relp Cirl-Click to select more Open Close

_I than one farm or fle _I

Figure 5: Cloud window



Open the
duplicated file

Activity

Select the duplicated file in the FARMAX Cloud
window and then click Open.

Leamn about the new features

FARMAX Red Meat Training Long-term Base

FARMAX Trainer
Show Inactive | Search | Start typing farm name here | [) NewFie | Search|Start typing file name here [® | Foider +
arm - Month Status Edited Monitoring (1) unlocked

Last modified today 1:42 pm
by FARMAX Trainer

You are a Consultant for this FAdw farm.

[ Menitoring

1 FARMAX Red Meat Training 0 Farmer 22 Feb 21 FH

‘Scenarios (1)
B Long-term Base

than one farm or file.

2| @ hep () ctri-Click to select more Open Cancel
S—

Figure 6: Cloud window



Convertingto
long-termmode

.. Then, select the Tools menu and click Convert to
Activity Long Term.

If any mobs have birth years associated, (e.g. Ewe

Lambs 20), right-click and select Rename. Retype

anew name that removes the birth year (e.g. Ewe

Lambs).

g---ﬁ Hamilton RM - Long-term Base m

----- & Flat-Rolling (225 ha)

[’] Properties
[]% g;e:epp (125 ha} A Numbers
Y & Mating
: ¢ Shearing

-9 Ewe Hoggets 19

..... Live Weights

.43 Mixed Duplicate
Delete

Rename

Scale...

Figure 7: Cloud window

File Edit Object Tools Moedify Local Support
a Undo ‘ P Convert to Long Term

=B Hamilton RM Extend One Year
----- £]] Flat-Rollin Drop First Year

Drop Second Year
Strip Actuals...

Import from Farmax file...

.43 Mixed {J Import from Cashmanager RURAL...
(-5 Beef . Import from FarmlQ

Data Dump...
Text Size

Reset Cache

Figure 8: Cloud window



Age up mobs (except Mixed Age Mobs) in the

Properties screen of each mob. Use the Aged From

drop-down to age stock up from the previous age

group.

Once all mobs have been aged, alter the stock
reconciliation to ensure opening numbers equal

closing numbers.

File Edit

Object  Tools

Modify Local

Suppert

Also ensure that the opening supplement quantities
equal the closing supplement quantities.

Once the stock and supplements are balanced, click
on the Tools menu and then select Strip Actuals.
Untick Matings and then click OK.

g Undo

B8 Hamilton RM
----- 2] Flat-Rollin
----- 2] Steep
B-%% Sheep
.47 Ewes
4= Ewe H
w
= Mixed L
-5 Beef .

Figure 9: Cloud window

Convert to Long Term

Extend One Year
Drop First Year
Drop Second Year

Strip Actuals...

Import from Farmax file..,

Import from Cashmanager RURAL...

Import from FarmlQ

Data Dump...
Text Size

Reset Cache

Duplicate the long-term base file by repeating the

process outlinedin step 2.

Then, you will be able to rename the file appropriate

to the scenario you will analyse, for example, Less

Sheep, More Beef.

Update thefile

Activity

You willnow be able to make changes to the FARMAX

file in order to take advantage of opportunities or to

mitigate challenges.

Possible optionsinclude:

» Changing stock sales
«  Applying capital fertiliser

» Altering cropping policy

» Removing effective area for forestry
Once you are satisfied with the scenario in FARMAX,
select Save and then Close.

Note: Repeat steps 2, 3 and 4 multiple times if needed to
analyse arange of different strategies before deciding which
optionis best for you.
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Open multiple files

Activity

Click Openin the top-left corner to see the FARMAX
Cloud window. Now, hold Control and select the base
file and the scenario files, before clicking Openin the
bottom-right corner.

Learn about the new features

FARMAX Red Meat Training Less Sheep, More Beef

Search | Start typing file name here =

FARMAX Trainer

wm ~ Month  Status Edited

) New File

Last modified today 1:52 pm
by FARMAX Trainer

You are a Consultant for this FAdw farm,

1 FARMAX Red Meat Training Sep20  Farmer 2 1FH [ Monitoring

Scenarios (2)

ep, More Beef

g 7 e () Cirl-Click o select more Cpen Cancel

than one farm or i,
S— —

Figure 10: Cloud window




Comparereports

Activity

Multiple FARMAX files will now be open at once.
Select the All Farms level and browse through the
Compare Reports section to compare the different

The Compare Reports section supports you to
analyse each scenario and identify which is best for
you.

Note: For purposes of short-term scenario analysis, do not
use Combined Reports.

scenarios and the base system.

-OMEED  OPoetes

EI E Hamilton RM - |

Compare Reports
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Figure 11: Cloud window
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YOUR ADVANTAGE

For enquiries relating to this activity
manual please contact:

Farmax HelpDesk

0800 327 629
support@farmax.co.nz

Waikato Innovation Park
1Melody Lane
Hamilton 3216

farmax.co.nz




